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fluence because of the Tokugawa family. If
a woman remained at a "divorce temple" for
three years then the nuns, convinced of her
sincerity, would summon the husband and, after
conciliation failed, try the case and pronounce a
judgment. The woman gained her freedom but
lost her dowry and children. Dr. Hozumi laid
before me an old summons sent by the Tokiuji
in the eighteenth century to some errant husband.
It also was written in the traditional and ominous
three and a half lines.
It was not until the civil code of 1898 went
into effect that women had any legal protec-
tion, said the venerable divorce authority,
adding that it was about time there was some
reform of the laws, for nothing has been done
about them since then. At that time registry
was made a law. Many women still fail to
avail themselves of this protection because it often
entails a lot of troublesome detail. If there is no
registry, the wife has only the legal status of a
common-law wife. There is no social stigma
attached to this. In fact, no one knows whether
his friends* marriages are registered or not. It is
just a legal form like a marriage licence, only it is
gotten after the marriage. -
Dr, Hojzumi is sorry that many couples wait